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NEWS RELEASE - For Immediate Release December 18, 2001

Forestry Incentives Program (FIP) Sign-Up

Auburn, AL - The USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has announced a
sign-up for the Forestry Incentives Program (FIP) from February 4 to February 15, 2002, at local
offices. Approximately $450,000 is available for cost-sharing in Alabamafor Fiscal Y ear 2002.

FIP supports good forest management practices on privately owned, non-industrial forest lands.
It is designed to benefit the environment while meeting future demands for wood products.
Cost-sharing is available for tree planting, timber stand improvement, and site preparation for
natural regeneration.

According to NRCS State Conservationist Bob Jones, “Forest Survey information for Alabama
indicates that over 1 million acres of non-industrial private forest land needs timber stand
improvement and 2.3 million acres need tree planting. There are also over 500,000 acres of
openland that could be planted to trees.”

For more information about the FY-2002 FIP sign-up, call or visit your local NRCS Office.

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age,
disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or familial status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require
dternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice
and TDD).

To file acomplaint of discrimination, write USDA, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14" and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C.
20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

The Natural Resources Conservation Service works hand-in-hand with
the American people to conserve natural resources on private lands. AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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